August
Connecting past and present:
Tikkun & Repair

On 9 Av Jews commemorate the destruction of the Jerusalem Temple. Christians in earlier times interpreted it as a judgement by God. Today, the churches affirm their solidarity with the Jewish people. Repair, tikkun is in focus. Caring for one another! God is here, searching for us: Where are you?


A Christian voice

short version:

Since the High Middle Ages, Christians have read a passage from the Gospel of Luke in the context of the Jewish memorial day of Tisha BeAv, in which Jesus weeps over Jerusalem and announces the destruction of the city (Luke 19:41-48). During the Reformation, this day gained importance as "Memorial Day of the Destruction of Jerusalem. “Far too often, Lk 19 was understood in this context as a reference to the supposed 'rejection' of the Jewish people because they had not recognized Jesus as the Messiah. However, a few congregations also celebrated lament services and brought their own distress before God in the light of the "destruction of Jerusalem". Through the Jewish-Christian dialogue, Christian perceptions of Judaism underwent a redefinition and thus Lk 19 was also understood in a new way.

In Protestant churches this often happens on a special Sunday, often the 10th Sunday after Trinitatis. In Catholic churches the Day of Judaism is celebrated. Today Christians celebrate the enduring election of Jews and the discovery of what unites Jews and Christians. 

These days offer the opportunity for a remembrance that points to a common future and resolutely opposes old and new hostility towards Jews.


